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Maltreating Orphans: A Heinous Sin?

In Islam, a Muslim is encouraged to look after and take care of children who have no parents and
to treat them justly. To ill-treat them or to treat them unjustly is one of the worst kinds of
oppression that is totally prohibited in Islam.

Sheikh Ahmad Kutty, a senior lecturer and Islamic scholar at the Islamic Institute of Toronto,
Ontario, Canada, states: The sin of maltreating orphans is so enormous and grave, its
consequences are beyond what one could imagine if one has even scant faith in accountability
before Allah on the Day of Judgment, a day when all our deeds, both major and minor, outward

and inward, will be presented for scrutiny and judgment.
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Mistreatment or abuse of orphans is undoubtedly one of the gravest sins in the Qur’an. Let me
explain:

1. Allah orders us to excel in rendering honorable treatment towards orphans; therefore, any
failure or complacency on our part in this regard is reckoned as a most heinous offence and sin:
Allah says, (Nay, you do not treat the orphan honorably and generously!) (Al-Fajr 89: 17). In
other words, by such an action we stand to incur Allah’s wrath. Elsewhere in the Qur’an, Allah
explicitly warns us against inflicting any kind of harm or abuse on an orphan: (As for the orphan
do not oppre

ss him (rather, pay him his due of kindness and loving care).) (Ad-Duha 93: 9).

2. Once someone complained to the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) that he often
experienced hardness in his heart; the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) told that the
remedy was to act kindly and gently towards orphans. He also said, “The best house is the one
where orphans are cared for and treated most honorably and kindly.” By the same logic, the
worst house is the one where orphans are abused or mistreated. He further warned those who
abuse orphans, “0 Allah! You be the witness that I consider any violation of the rights of
orphan and woman as an enormity entailing serious consequences!” He also gave glad tidings
to those who excel in their kindness towards the orphans, “I and the one who cares for the
orphans excellently will be as close in Paradise as these two fingers of mine!”

3. When the Prophet saw one of his Companions who was new to Islam treating his servant
roughly, the Prophet said, “They are your brothers whom Allah has entrusted you to your care;
so be careful how you treat them. Remember, Allah has power over both of you!” What would
the Prophet have told your friend who is abusing a helpless orphan! I cannot even imagine what
would be his reaction!

4. The foremost sin in the Qur’an and the Sunnah, second only to shirk (associating partners with
Allah), is zhulm (oppression, injustice). The Qur’an and the Sunnah are replete with texts that

describe zhulmin all forms as the most abominable of all sins, entailing swift punishment from
2/3


https://quran.islamonline.net/language-en-yusuf-ali
https://islamonline.net/en/what-is-the-sunnah/

oI


https://islamonline.net/en/imam-muslim-ah-202-261/

